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Box. No. I Basis .of the report 
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1 . 


With regard to the language, this report is based on: 








The international application in the language in which it was Hied 






□ 


A translation of die inteniational appUcation into 


, which is'the language of a 




translation furnished for the purposes of: 






\ I international search (under Rules 12.3(a) and 23,1 (b)) 








1 [ publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4(a)) 








1 1 international preliminary examination (Rules 55.2(a) and/or 55.3(a)) 




2. 


With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets which have been 




furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation wider Article 14 are referred to in this report as "originally 




filed" and are not annexed to this report): 






□ 


the international apphcation as originally filed/furnished 






I I 


the description: 








pages 1,2, 4-12 as originally filed/fumished 








pages* 3 received by this Authority on 18 August 2005 with the letter of 18 August 2005 






pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 






m 


the claims: 








pages 14 as originally filed/fumished 








pages* as amended. (together with any statement) under Article 19 






pages* 13 received by this Authority on 18 August 2005 with the letter of 1 8 Augiist 2005 






pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 






rxi 


the drawings: 








pages 1/4 — 4/4 as originally filed/fumished 








pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 








pages* received by this Authority on with the letter of 
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a sequence listing and/pr any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 


3, 
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The amendments have resulted iii the cancellation of: 








1 1 the description, pages 








[ I the claiins, Nos. 








I 1 the drawings, sheets/figs 








1 [ the sequence listing (specify) : 








1 1 any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 




4. 
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This report has been established as if (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 




made, since they have been considered to go beyond the disclosiire as filed,: as indicated.in the [Siipplemental Box (Rule 






70.2(c)). 








j 1 the description, pages 








1 1 the claims, Nos. 








1 1 the drawings, sheete/figs 








1 1 the sequence listing (specify)': 








1 1 any table(s) related to the sequence listing (specify): 
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.Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 


Claims 


1-7 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1-7 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Industrial applicability (I A) 


Claims 


1-7 


YES 




Claims 




NO 



2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) _ 

Claims 1-7 meet the criteria set forth in PCT Articles 33(2) arid 33(3) for novelty and inventive step. The, prior 
art published before the priority date does not disclose or obviously suggest a percutaneous lead assembly for 
supplying signals to an implanted medical dcjvice, said lead assembly comprising a flexible elongate member, 
having a first thick (or shielded portion) adapted to remain external to the body of a patient, and a second thin (or 
unshielded) portion to extend through a hole in the skin of patient as presently defined. 
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a hole in a skin layer of the body of the patient, and wherein said second portion having 
a second diameter which is substantially smaller than said first diameter. 

Preferably, said first portion may include a shielding layer. Additionally, at least a 
segment of said second portion may be covered with a textured surface. 

Preferably, said first portion and said second portion may be joined by connectors 
and said percutaneous lead assembly may include a lead restraint. 

Preferably, said lead restraint is implanted within a body of a patient and extends 
through a hole in the patient's sldn and characterised in that an excess lengtti of lead is 
releasably secured near to the hole by releasable securing means affixed to the patient's 
skin. 

In another broad form of the present invention, a percutaneous lead assembly for 
supplying electrical signal to a inedical device implanted within a body of a patient, 
wherein said lead assembly has a flexible elongate member. including a first unshielded 
portion that extends through a hole in a skin layer of the body of the patient; and a 
second shielded portion which is joined to said first unshielded portidn at a site external 
to the body of the patient 

Brief description of the drawings 

Embodiments of the present invention will now be described with reference to 
the accompanying drawings wherein: 

. Figure 1 shows a schematic view of a first preferred embodiment of the present 
inyentiori, in situ; 

Figure 2 shows a cut away side view of a portion of la preferred ernbodiment; 
Figure 3 shows a cut away side view of a portion of a.preferred embodiment; 
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THE CLAIMS DEFINING THE INVENTION ARE AS FOLLOWS:- 

1 . A percutaneous lead assembly for supplying electrical signals to a medical 
device implanted within a body of a patient, said lead assembly comprising 
a flexible elongate member having a first portion adapted to remain external 
to the body of a patient, said first portion having a first diameter; and a 
second portion joined tq said first portion and adapted to extend through a 
hole in a skin layer of the body of the patient, and wherein said second 
portion having a second diamet^ which is subst^tially smaller tiian said 
first diameter. 

2. The percutaneous lead assembly as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said first 
portion includes a shielding layer. 

3 . The percutaneous lead assembly as claimed in claim 1 or claim 2, wherein 
at least a segment of said second portion is covered with a textured surface, 

4. The percutaneous lead assanbly as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said first 
portion aiid said second portion are joined by connectors, 

5. The percutaneous lead assembly as claimed in claim 1 , wherein said 
percutaneous lead assembly includes a lead restraint. 

6. The percutaneous lead assembly as claimed in claim 5, wherein said lead 
restraint is implanted within a body of a patient and extends through a hole 
in the patient's skin and characterised in that an excess length of lead is 
releasably secured near to flie hole by releasable securing means affixed to 
the patient*s skin. 

7. A percutaneous lead assembly for supplying electrical signal to a medical 
device implanted witiiin a body of a patient, wherein said lead assembly has 



